Oral mucoceles - review of the literature.
Oral mucoceles are mucin filled cavities and lined by ductal epithelium or covered by granulation tissue in retention or extravasation type respectively. The extra-vasation type is very common in the minor salivary glands (particularly in the labial glands), but very infrequent in the major salivary glands, whilst most of the retention cyst affect the major salivary glands. Partial obstruction of duct and spillage of mucin following trauma are the chief etiological factors. Though the two lesions are clinically indistinguishable, the patients are typically older than in the case of extra-vasation type. The case history along with heedful clinical examination of the lesion is crucial for diagnosing mucoceles correctly, but to avoid recurrences histopathological examination is mandatory. The surgical approach to mucoceles is the most common mode of treatment amongst various other techniques including cryosurgery, laser and so on.